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According to a statement issued Aug. 29 at the close of a conference in Montevideo sponsored by
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), prospects for improved living and working
conditions for the region's poor are hardly optimistic. Representatives from over 20 nations
attended the fourth government-level meeting on complementary activities under the International
Conference on Agrarian Reform and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean. The
statement declared that unequal trade in the world market, industrialized nation protectionism
and the region's foreign debt burden have direct and indirect negative effects on the poor. A major
impact in this regard is the reduction in public spending for low-income populations throughout
the region, result of economic recession and attempts to adjust fiscal policies to meet demands by
international financial institutions. Conference participants also emphasized that much remains to
be done in the area of agrarian reform. In fact, they said, several nations demonstrate a trend toward
increased concentration of land ownership.
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